
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 389 

Oeschichte der franzosischen Philosophie seit der Revolution. Erster 

Band. Die Anfange des franzosischen Positivismus. Erster Teil: 

Die Erkenntnislehre. Max Schinz. Strassburg: Verlag von Karl J. 

Triibner. 1914. Pp. xii + 266. 

The Erench thought of the later eighteenth century has commanded 
comparatively slight attention on the part of the historian of philosophy. 
Yet, in spite of the encyclopedic superficiality and the lack of technical grasp 
which characterize so much of French thinking during that period, some 
of the intellectual prophets of the French Revolution have made positive, 
lasting contributions to philosophic knowledge and method. In this first 
volume of his history of French philosophy Dr. Schinz points to D'Alem- 
bert, Turgot, and Condorcet as the predecessors of Auguste Comte and 
the founders of French positivism. In their work he recognizes a philo- 
sophical tendency of Lockean inspiration, paralleling the critical phi- 
losophy in rank as well as in time, and indeed in some respects antici- 
pating and even transcending Kant and the Kantians. 

This volume, dealing with the epistemology of D'Alembert, Turgot, 
and Condorcet, begins with biographical-historical sketches of the three 
men, obviously more detailed in the case of D'Alembert and of Condorcet, 
and particularly enlightening in the somewhat intimate delineation of 
the latter as a leader in the Revolution, the creator of republican, consti- 
tutional theories in France, and the opponent of the demagogic dogma- 
tism personified in Robespierre. The rest of the book, while constantly 
taking account of Turgot's and Condorcet's theories of knowledge, natu- 
rally centers about the epistemological method of D'Alembert and his 
doctrines concerning the objects of knowledge. These the author regards 
as the first statement of French positivism, which tendency in philosophy 
he misses no opportunity to compare and contrast with the critical phi- 
losophy and with English positivism. 

It is significant that D'Alembert's "Elements de philosophie" ap- 
peared in the same year in which he gave up his position as editor of the 
" Encyclopedic" Dr. Schinz sees in this step of D'Alembert's an indica- 
tion of his estimate of philosophy, as not merely a weapon against ec- 
clesiastic and political dogmatism, but above all an endeavor to separate 
opinion from knowledge and to give the latter a firm foundation. 

The subject-matter of philosophy D'Alembert finds in the first prin- 
ciples of the sciences, these being simple and recognized facts: simple 
abstract ideas and ideas of sense. The former correspond to the Cartesian 
concepts; but, unlike Descartes and Malebranche, D'Alembert considers 
them, not as innate, but as evolved by the reflective understanding. The 
manner in which abstractions originate becomes a problem for Turgot, 
the author of the law of the three stages, who regards the forming of a 
complex of relations as the essence of the abstraction process. All our 
knowledge is relative, that is to say, it is limited to phenomena. The 
more nearly philosophy succeeds in recognizing in the mass of experience- 
data one fact, and in the mass of abstract ideas one truth, the more nearly 
it attains its goal. Like Kant, French positivism seeks to discover and to 
analyze the categories in accordance with which the world of our expert- 
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ence is organized into coherent unity. For D'Alembert this ultimate 
unity of all reality remains an ideal which philosophy should progres- 
sively approximate, but which it can never attain. This Lockean spirit 
of philosophical resignation is in marked contrast with the optimism of 
Descartes and Leibnitz regarding the ultimate reach of human thought. 

The second part of the volume, entitled The Objects of Knowledge, 
deals with the problems of our own existence and the existence of an 
outside world. D'Alembert's discussion of the existence of bodies, in the 
Introduction to the "Encyclopedic," is compared with the theories of 
British empiricism, especially those of Hume and Berkeley, and Turgot's 
criticism of Berkeley receives some attention. A chapter is devoted to 
Condillac, and in the analysis of Turgot's article on Existence an inter- 
esting parallel is drawn between Turgot and Kant. 

One readily sees from the very outset how highly the author values 
this French triad of thinkers, and how seriously he regards his own effort 
to remove the veil of misunderstanding which has obscured and confused 
the usual accounts of their philosophical theories, and to reveal them in 
their proper historical setting and their real philosophical significance. 
Dr. Schinz has brought to his work abundant enthusiasm and considerable 
erudition. To be sure, the insistence with which he searches for post- 
Kantian wisdom in D'Alembert's and Turgot's philosophical fragments 
exposes him not infrequently to the dangers of the sort of philosophical 
higher criticism which has loaded many thinkers of the past with theo- 
ries of which they very probably were quite innocent. Again, appar- 
ently because of the author's firm determination to maintain the solid 
importance in the history of philosophy of these early positivists, in spite 
of the rather slender philosophical material with which their works have 
provided him, this volume, entitled " Erster Teil : Die Erkenntnisslehre," 
may be said to suffer from padding. If the author's treatment is usually 
clear and occasionally even happy, it is not on that account concise. The 
reviewer is aware of the fact that the indication of the precise relation 
in which D'Alembert, Turgot, and Condorcet stand with respect to earlier 
French philosophy, and more especially with respect to British empiri- 
cism and the critical philosophy, is an essential part of Dr. Schinz's task. 
But the lengthy and repeated exposition of the commonplaces of British 
empiricism add to the bulk of the book without increasing its value. 
None the less, this volume is a real and worthwhile contribution to the 
history of a somewhat neglected period in the history of philosophic 
thought. 

Radoslav A. Tsanoff. 
The Rice Institute. 
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. January, 1916. On the Com- 
petence of Thought in the Sphere of the Higher Life (pp. 1-15) : J. W. 
Scott. - In view of the supposed conflict between philosophy and religion 
as a conflict between thought and emotion, the question is asked whether 



